
S ome knew him as Mr. Albright, while oth-
ers referred to him as Robert or Bob.  Still others called 
him ñUncle Bob.ò  Regardless of the moniker attached to 
him, one thing everyone who knew him could agree up-
on was that Robert Copley Albright was a true friend to 
the Lyme Community Foundation. 

I first met Mr. Albright about a decade ago.  He 
had recently donated some personal belongings of his 
great-grandfather Alexander Copley to the Jefferson 
County Historical Society.  Alexander Copley built the 
home that now serves as the Foundationôs headquarters. 
Someone at the Historical Society had told him about the 
Foundation.  Although the items could not be returned to 
Mr. Albright, he made arrangements for the Historical 
Society to loan them to the Foundation on a semi-
permanent basis.  The artifacts are nothing short of 
amazing.  The collection includes a silver tea set, a gold 
watch and a gold ring bearing the Copley family crest.  
There is also large silver serving tray and matching la-
dle.  These items remain with the Foundation today. 

Mr. Albright felt it was important to recognize 
those who donate their time and energy to their commu-
nity.  He created the Barbara Burrows Volunteer and 
Fine Arts Award which is still awarded annually by the 
Lyme Community Foundation.  The names of the recipi-
ents are prominently displayed on a plaque inside the 
Copley House.  Mr. Albright was married to Ms. Bur-
rows who passed away at an early age. 

Mr. Albright was also a major benefactor to the 
Foundation.  As one can imagine the annual bills to just 
heat the Copley House are staggering.  It was during one 
particularly harsh winter that Mr. Albright contacted me, 
asking how he could help.  Within days he had sent the 
Foundation several hundred dollars to apply to the heat-
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ing bills.  Additional checks followed in the subsequent months.  

When the Foundation decided to renovate the kitchen 
at the Copley House, Mr. Albright again contacted me inquiring 
as to how he could assist us.  By the time the Foundation had 
completed the work, Mr. Albright had donated $7,000 toward 
the project.  Although others also contributed to the ñkitchen 
fundò, itôs clear to everyone involved the project couldnôt have 
moved forward without Mr. Albrightôs sizeable donation.   

Mr. Albright passed away earlier this year in Colum-
bus, Ohio where he lived.  Once again he extended the hand of 
kindness to the foundation and left a much appreciated bequest.  

I truly miss having phone conversations with him.  It 
was always a pleasure having him and his wife Helen visit 
Chaumont, which they did numerous times.  Iôm fortunate to 
have known this true gentleman.  I only wish I had met him 
sooner.  

Submitted by:   Jack W. Miller, Former President 

  The Lyme Community Foundation         
 

       

Thank you, Mr. Albright     
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Robert Copley Albright 

Alexander Copley House, Chaumont, NY 
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Dear Reader, 

 

In this issue of the Lyme Light we honor 
local people who inspire us to be the 
best we can be.  As you read about Billy, 
Jack, Bob and Sr. Anne, I think you will 
agree that their extra efforts, and ran-
dom acts of kindness do show us all 
there is good in this world and we have 
been the benefactors of their thoughtful-
ness. 

And then read on about all the organi-
zations that support our community.  
Countless hours of volunteer efforts go 
into activities such as the Billy Patter-
son Memorial Garden, The Caring For 
Cats Foundation work, Chaumont Food 

Pantry, the Tour de Chaumont, Gar-
den Club projects, Lions Club Pro-
jects, Lyme Library Events, Lyme Her-
itage Center activities, and the Lyme 
Community Foundation initiatives.  
Please note I have highlighted those 
groups who appear in this edition of 
the Lyme Light, there are so many 
more in our community. 

So, dear neighbor, I hope you enjoy 
the articles in this edition.  More im-
portantly, I hope you have experienced 
the satisfaction of volunteering. 

Bottom line: Our community is as suc-
cessful as its members.  We need eve-
ryone to contribute their time and tal-
ents to support our community. 

Karen Donahue, Editor 

 

Editorôs Corner About the Lyme Community  
Foundation 

  
Community members formed the Lyme 
Community Foundation in 1998 to provide 
a community center for the Town of Lyme. 
The Alexander Copley House is home to 
the foundation. From the beginning, our 
purpose has been to provide a place for 
entertainment, instruction and social op-
portunities for youth and seniors, through 
arts and craft workshops, gardening, liter-
ature and musical activities.  
 
We encourage community members to 
submit items of interest, local events, let-
ters, etc. The Lyme Community Founda-
tion reserves the right to edit or reject 
submissions. Printed opinions represent 
those of the author, not necessarily those 
of the Foundation. We cannot guarantee 
the factual accuracy of such submissions. 
Please send your submission to:  

 
lymelightnews@gmail.com 

The Lyme Light 
P.O. Box 601 

Chaumont, NY 13622 Farewell with 

Gratitude 

The Lyme Community Foundation 

board would like to take this oppor-

tunity to thank Jack Miller for his 

years of dedication to the Lyme Com-

munity Foundation. Jack recently re-

signed his position as the President of 

the board after serving for many years. 

Jack lead by example, devoting time, 

talents and treasure to the Foundation.  

He has spent countless hours volun-

teering for events, being the driving 

force for many of the projects at the 

Foundation and being a true leader as 

our President. During Jackôs time as 

president the Foundation has complet-

ed work on the kitchen and pantry 

project, worked on the window fund 

to help save thousands of dollars in 

heating costs for the Copley House, 

and was instrumental in helping to 

make the Billy Patterson Memorial 

Gardens a reality. Jack is very humble 

and never took credit but always 

worked to help to make the Founda-

tion an important part of our commu-

nity. Many current members on the 

board have stated they joined the 

board because Jack Miller was such a  

great leader. His efforts to build a legacy 

for the Foundation through annual fund 

drives, fundraising events, and partner-

ship with the Jefferson County Historical 

Society are additional examples of his 

vision and dedication.  Thank you again 

Jack for all you have done to help make 

the Foundation what it is today. You will 

be greatly missed!!   

Submitted by:   Deanna Lothrop, Vice 

President  Lyme Community Foundation 

Board 

 

Jack Miller, LCF Past President 

Kari Green, 2014 Burrows Award Winner 

The Lyme Community Foundation 
seeks  

nominations for  

The Burrow's Volunteer and  

Fine Arts Award 

Do you know someone, an unsung hero 
in our community who deserves to be 
recognized for their dedication and ef-
forts?  This is a wonderful way to share 
their accomplishments and celebrate 
their work on our behalf.   

The Foundation encourages you to 
nominate an individual Lyme resident* 
or a group/organization based in the 
Town of Lyme, whose actions have 
benefitted Lyme residents through: vol-
unteering substantial time to a civic 
organization, group or service club per-
forming an extraordinary or heroic act 
demonstrating an ability to lead others 

in efforts to improve the community. 

The Burrows Award is awarded for 
citizenship and community service in 
the Town of Lyme. 

Itôs easy to submit a nomination... 

For a nomination  form, please access our  

Facebook Page, or call 649-2200 
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The weather was perfect, and the whole town was invited.   
The setting , beautiful, and the music and food would have 
met Billyôs approval.  A string quartet and his siblings played 
and sang his favorite songs; his family  and dear friends made 
all the culinary treats the guests enjoyed.   
 
What a wonderful tribute for someone who touched so many 
lives.  The garden began early last spring when snow was still 
the weather of the day.  Family and friends got together to 
design the garden and then spent months creating it.  They 
also decided to dedicate the garden on Billyôs birthday.  It 
took lots of perspiration to make this inspiring place.  All who 
come will find it a place of comfort and happiness, for sure.  
Visit soon and visit often, one of lifeôs special  experiences 
awaits! 

 
 
 
 

The William ñBillyò Patterson Memorial Garden Dedication 
August 15, 2015 

 

Billyôs family said it best in their closing messageé 
ñThank you for sharing this beautiful day with us.  We hope 
you will find a peaceful happiness when you visit the garden 
either with your family or by yourself.  Thank you all for 
loving Billy and for sharing your love of him with us,  We are 
a blessed family to have found all of you.ò 
 

Photos courtesy of: 
Deanna Lothrop 


